CONCEPT PAPER
INTERNAL CONFLICTS AND TRANSNATIONAL CONSEQUENCES
Introduction

Internal conflicts are endemic to the Asian region.  Asia itself is a large disparate geographical zone extending from Central Asian states in the West to the Philippines in the East.  It includes the two largest populated states of India and China.  The geographic zone covered by this project encompasses the South Asian region and Myanmar (Burma). South and Southeast Asian conglomeration of states form an Asian sub region with unique characteristics of internal conflict. This is common to post-colonial states, or the one freed from monarchy which achieved independence before building the institutions necessary to maintain a strong and stable state. The sources of conflict were built into newly independent states emerging from a colonial background.  These continuing conflicts affect economic development, regional stability and the democratic content in the states.  It is necessary to find a strategy unique to the region to hasten an end to such conflicts.

Conflicts Covered by the Study

India:  Internal conflicts in India include political, ethnic and socio-economic conflicts in the state of Jammu & Kashmir, the Northeastern and the Naxalites affected states.  The problem in Jammu & Kashmir, having caused three major wars between India and Pakistan, has since late 1980’s become a serious internal security problem.  This is a politico-religious conflict reflecting elements of secession, self rule and greater economic control.  Its effects are not only across the border but also global, with its potential to lead to war between two nuclear weapon states.  Northeastern part of India is inhabited by a number of ethnic tribes who wanted independence to continue with their tribal way of life and preserve their cultural, economic and linguistic freedom.  Many of them had taken up arms but to a great extent have reconciled to adjust.  The separatist movements have lost their appeal in the populace.  They continue as rump elements of a discredited idea but retain the ability to inflict damage and disrupt effective governance.  Such groups operate in and outside Indian territory with bases in neighbouring Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal and Bhutan.  These states have common border with China (TAR), Bhutan, Myanmar (Burma) and Bangladesh with a narrow strip of land connecting the mainland.  Naxalism or Left Wing extremism is another internal conflict in India in underdeveloped areas from North to South across the country.  The Naxal movement has a socio-economic content.  It is a well organized underground movement with an ideological base in rural areas spread over in the interior of many states.  Their violent methods against the government officials, law and order agencies and business community are causes, needing immediate and serious attention.

Sri Lanka:  The ethnic problem in Sri Lanka has witnessed several twists and turns over the past two and a half decades resulting in a long drawn out internal war with serious cross border implications. The conflict has killed over 70,000 persons and an estimated 300,000 civilians are in camps awaiting return to their homes and villages. The Government has been able to initiate democratic processes in the Eastern province of the country that was under the LTTE and is now engaged in rehabilitation of war affected civilian population in the North.  Though the war is over, the conflict will be far from being resolved unless its underlying political and constitutional complexities are addressed. Enormous mistrust has deepened between political, religious and ethnic groups.  The implications of the perception of injustice to the Tamil minority have complicated the political situation in neighboring India and have led to anguish in many countries where Tamil Diaspora is concentrated.  The indications are that the Sri Lankan Government is addressing these issues to resolve the conflict and ensure equity and justice to all its citizens. The conflict contains elements of economic, ethnic, political and use of state power.  India’s involvement in this conflict included military, economic and political initiatives.  These factors offer a valuable case study with relevance to South Asian region.

Nepal:  As a result of an agreement between the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) and other main stream political parties in November 2005, the peace process was set in motion.  Monarchy stands abolished.  Election to the Constituent Assembly was successfully conducted in April 2008.  A coalition government has been put in place.  Neglect over the years of the political aspirations of Madhesis, the people from the plains who form 50% of the population has serious overtones.  These multi ethnic groups with different dialects are organizing themselves into different political parties to push forward their interests.  Inadequate steps to address the ethnic, economic and political aspirations of these people have caused unrest and created sufficient conditions for conflict.  The territory borders with Indian states of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar with free movement across the border.  Apart from cross border movement for earning livelihood, the conditions facilitate movement of mafia groups, drug trafficking and political activities.  Control of criminal activities along the border either in India or in Nepal is difficult.  This coupled with the inability of the government to reconcile the problem of Maoist cadres’ entry into Nepal Army will lead to serious cross border implications. 

Myanmar (Burma):  Two types of internal conflicts are affecting Myanmar (Burma).  The first is the one between the military government and various ethnic groups spread along the international borders with India, China, Laos and Thailand.  These ethnic minorities speak different languages, have different cultures and have taken up arms.  Though they originally fought for independence, have today accepted to be part of the Union of Myanmar and seek to have a say in the political process.  They seek economic development of their regions and the right to practice their language, culture and religion without constraints.  They have been operating across the international borders.  In the absence of economic security, law and order and effective governance to meet their needs, they tend to indulge in various illegal activities like arms smuggling and drug trafficking having effect on the neighbourhood. The second and more important internal conflict is due to the aspirations of the people demanding democratic government which is being severely put down by the military junta.  China has political, economic and commercial interests in Myanmar and has been able to engage the military government.  The difficult conditions faced by the common man are being put-forth by the democratic movement lead by Nobel Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi.  The situation had been worsening and with the result even Monks had come out to protest in 2007 which was repressed by the military government.  The people in the plains of Irrawady delta are of different ethnic origin and have emotional and ethnic links with those in India, Thailand and Laos.  The conflict arising out of the democratic aspirations of the people and the approach of the military government has serious implications to the neighbouring countries, i.e., India, Thailand and Laos.  These consequences could be in the form of refugee movement and connected security consequences.

Project Concept

Internal conflicts in the countries discussed above have unique characteristics and several commonalities.  States in the region have used a range of responses that include political, economic and military instruments in varying degrees to deal with internal conflicts.  While these strategies have tended to be conditioned by their colonial experience, states have also evolved alternative strategies with varying degree of success.  A study of the elements of coercion, persuasion, assimilation and of developing ‘stake holder’ interests, used by states in the region will enable a better understanding of the challenges of maintaining and preventing internal crises. Equally important, such a study will lead to evolving a matrix of constructive policy alternatives to anticipate, prevent, manage and resolve such conflicts. The Asian area this region covers, its varied government systems and the aspirational imperatives of conflicts in the region, lend themselves to an original and productive analysis, leading to policy recommendations for the region.  

Project Objectives

This project seeks to:

· Study the causes of internal conflicts and the varying responses of different states.

· Identify factors that led to success and failure in tackling the conflicts;

· Study internal conflict variables in the region with their cross border impact;

· Evolve a matrix of innovative policy measures needed to manage and resolve the conflicts to include:-

· Political, economic and constitutional measures needed for managing and 

            ending internal conflicts.

· Legislative action needed by affected countries for better cross-border    

            cooperation

· Judicial cooperation in the region

· Regional and international cooperation in checking fund flows to the  

                     terrorist organizations

· Identifying the potential of civil society organisations to influence policies   

           and identify areas where their efforts could be fruitfully utilized

· Evolve a regional perspective on internal conflicts and their cross border effects.

Project Plan

The project will build an interactive network of individuals, regional think tanks and NGOs in South and Southeast Asia to develop innovative conflict resolution ideas, strengthen peace building efforts and provide policy analysis to regional governments. This will be attained by bringing together scholars and policy makers from countries of the region to obtain perspectives from the state, regional and inter-regional viewpoints on conflicts and addressing the regional security challenges deriving from them. CSA as a core organisation will develop a cooperative framework involving several partner institutions across the region, and individual experts in it.

The project would progress through three phases as under, each building on the foundation laid by the preceding one. 

· Phase I – Country Specific Analysis of Internal Conflicts and Cross Border Effects

· Phase II – Analysing Conflict Patterns and Policy Clusters Employed in the Region

· Phase III – Policy Options for Future emerging from the Collective Experiences

Conclusion

South Asian countries taken up for study in this project have different types of governments, ranging from military rule to varying kinds of democracies. These internal conflicts have serious cross border effects on neighbouring countries and the region.  Internal conflicts lasting over decades make such states vulnerable both in their democratic content and stability.  The proposed project would make a singular contribution to understanding the challenges and provide policy inputs to Governments in the region.
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