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We are indeed privileged to have with us a very distinguished diplomat, the Deputy High
Commissioner of UK in New Delhi Mr. Mark Runacres. | extend a warm welcome to you
on behalf of the President, and members of Centre for Security Analysis and | request
Mr. Venuprasad who is the President of the Association of British Scholars (ABS) here in
Chennai to preside over the roundtable.

Mr. Venuprasad
President, ABS, Chennai Chapter

Let me take this opportunity to introduce the Association of British Scholars. The ABS
was formed in Chennai in 1985 and since then a lot of chapters have been added to it.
Now we have an umbrella organization called the ABS India with as many as 17 chapters
across India. ABS is essentially the forum of the returnees from the UK who at some
stage in their life have had the opportunity of living, studying, training in the U.K. with
the support of the British Government or on their own. The objective of ABS is to foster
Indo-British relationship through the returned scholars by organizing programmes that
are intellectual, cultural, educational or social involving various segments of the society.
This year 15000 visas, 30% of them from the South, and the target | gather for 2007 is
25000 and ABS India is looking at a membership of 10000. British education, the
prospects for business especially in the IT industry, the health care and other sectors are
seeing greater cooperation and the future seems to be evermore promising in the coming
years. | invite Mr. Mark to give his talk.

Mr. Mark Runacres
British Deputy High Commissioner to India

| am touched by the coincidence, that the CSA was established in the very month that |
arrived in India in August 2002. This is my second visit to India as a British diplomat, the
first being between 1983 and 1986 which was a particularly exciting period in Indian
politics. Today South Asia is a key element in our foreign policy.

In India, a leading country in the region, we have a big network and are very well staffed.
We have four Deputy High Commissioners one each for the northern, southern, eastern
and western regions. We also have various other offices around the country, not headed
by a Deputy High Commissioner and in some cases staffed entirely locally like the one in
Hyderabad.



Before | take up the subject of my talk, let me say a few words about the ABS, which has
been a fantastic success story. Almost everything that I will talk to you today in terms of
linkages between India and UK is underpinned by the flow of people between the two
countries and critically by the flow of young students either in their secondary or tertiary
or specialist education. When our Prime Minister was here in the beginning of 2002 he
suggested that we should be aiming to double the number of students going to the UK in
4 to 5 years time and we have managed to double it within one year. As Mr. Venuprasad
was saying we are now heading to 15000 students per year. To give you a measure of
comparison, the other big destination which attracts students from India is the United
States and they run at about 19000 a year at the moment although they are seeing some
decline for all kinds of reasons. We feel we are making strong progress on that through
our scholarship programmes and we aim at key areas for cooperation and capacity
building such as the environment, governance and human rights. I am grateful to you for
the role that ABS plays here in the South.

I mentioned earlier that I first came to India in 1983 as part of my first posting overseas,
and that it was a period of tremendous activity in the Indo-British relations. There were
an equal number of people moving at the senior level in both directions. Having been
here at that time personally, | saw that there was a lot of movement and historians will be
able to tell us that at that time we were actually laying the foundations for the relationship
we will be developing through the 21st century. This is really the relationship that I
would like to talk about in detail. This was the time when we had students moving in and
out of the UK and when we were getting to know each other having got over the sort of
initial post-independence hump. It was a period when a lot of other things in the world
were distracting both of us and the period of cold war when the perspective of
international security was very different from the perspective we have today.

Coming back twenty years later, 16 years from the time | left after my first tenure, | was
struck not by activity and exchange but by the substance and maturity of the relationship,
which had developed. This made me think that I can really talk about some of the issues
on the international agenda, some traditional and some forming part of our new agenda.
The joint declaration * India-UK: Towards a New and Dynamic Partnership” brought out
by our Prime Ministers lays out a menu for the rest of us to make sure that we move
deeper into issues we were already collaborating in and broaden the scope of
collaboration. The declaration was well timed and was at one of those moments in
international history when there was a clear convergence of interests between the two
countries. The areas of cooperation were put down very eloquently in the declaration.

Traditional areas of cooperation

There are some traditional areas of discussion and collaboration in foreign policy and
security issues, defence issues and trade and investment issues, which | think you will
expect to find in any major bilateral relationship but even in those rather traditional issues
we are finding ourselves in new territory. Let me give you examples from all those areas
which | have found extremely striking in the two years that | have been here.



On the foreign policy front we have now reached a level of frankness in our dialogue
with India, which we enjoy with hardly any other partner outside Europe and the United
States. It is a dialogue which is characterized by straightforwardness, bilateral protocol,
and intensity, which is unique outside our immediate neighbors and partners. Our foreign
ministers have developed the habit of talking to each other when they want to discuss
issues not only of regional interest but also of a broader global interest. Below that level,
our permanent under secretaries, you call them foreign secretaries; have discussions on a
regular basis. It is really the spontaneity and natural exchange, which I want to highlight.
Now there is ease about going into areas which previously and quite frankly would have
been off limits. By this | mean in particular a dialogue with the Indian government on
India-Pakistan, India-Nepal, Bangladesh and all around the region. India is situated in a
region of the world, which has probably the most trouble at the moment. These are
countries in which we have significant interests and whom we have traditionally followed
very closely, be it Nepal, Bangladesh, Pakistan or Sri Lanka, even across into Myanmar.
We have had no dialogue about these regions earlier and when we compare that to the
sort of easy dialogue that we have now, | think it is evidence of a new maturity in the
relationship. Equally, we have straightforward dialogue with the Indian Government and
Indian society on some of the difficult issues more closer home such as the challenging
developments in the European Union, Balkans, for example, and Ukraine. So | take that
to be a really significant development over the last few years.

On the defence front, defence issues feature firmly in this joint declaration. 1 had
observed over the years something of a ‘tailing off” of the comfort level in the exchanges
between the security experts in the two countries. It must be something to do with the
way your armed forces have developed and with the shift in the international security
picture, which meant that people did not quiet speak the same language. When | arrived
here in 2002, it was my broad observation that our defence links were a little
underpowered although we have mechanisms like the Defence Consultative Group with
India. In the last two years we have seen a more or less complete turn around. We have
had ship visits, all three chiefs of staff have gone in both directions and met each other
and now we are planning a major joint exercise with the Indian Armed Forces.

Our Defence Consultative Group, which meets every year alternating between London
and Delhi, last year had a much more straightforward air about it and we found our
defence secretaries talking very candidly about issues ranging from Irag, Nepal to the
Balkans in a much fuller way than before. Last week we had a landmark event, which
was a joint seminar on Peace Support Operations. What used to be known, as Peace
Keeping Operations is now Peace Support Operations as the notion of conflict and
conflict management has changed. We had a large group of military and civilians who
came from the UK, who were received at the senior level by the Indian Government and
by independent specialists in the field and held two and a half days of substantial
discussions which looked at everything from the practicalities of military deployment in
support of peace operations.

Next in the traditional area of cooperation is trade and investment, which has always
under performed between our two countries. Exports till the beginning of the 90°s from
the UK to India were not what they should have been. Although, Investment was high it



was not as high as it should have been. In the early 90’s with the reforms in India all that
changed and we saw a very significant shift leading to a considerable rise in trade
balance. If you look at the last two years India has come from more or less nowhere on
the international investment scene in the United Kingdom, to be the eighth largest
international investor. India as a developing country to be eighth biggest investor is an
extraordinary development. The investment includes big operations like pharmaceutical
companies or hi-tech consultancy services, research, development and training centers in
United Kingdom and the setting up of medium sized enterprises, many of them in the hi-
tech sector. The investors see a natural partnership with the kind of skills and the sort of
opportunities offered by the United Kingdom. At the same time, there are companies in
the United Kingdom that are outsourcing and setting up parts of their business in India.

On any given day | am quite likely to have two or three chief executives or chairmen of
major British companies visiting Delhi. There is now a sense that unless you have a part
of your business operation in India or if you are in the financial services, unless you have
part of your fund invested in India you are missing out a lot and this essentially reflects a
steep change in the perception of India globally and in particular in the United Kingdom.
The basic new dimension to this is that the companies are sitting very comfortably in
both markets and have got away from the traditional ‘build here and export there’
thinking. A lot of that has been created by the way the services have developed in India. |
think that this is an extraordinary benefit to the United Kingdom, effectively what it is
doing is giving the United Kingdom access to talent and human resource in India as well
as access to financial resources in India. Financial companies in India are reaching the
same level as their counterparts in the United Kingdom.

In the coming years we are likely to see an increased understanding with India on issues
on global security and global development. With the U.N Secretary General’s high-level
panel on reorganization you will see a range of different hard and soft security issues
which are obvious areas for India-British collaboration. We are now planning talks at the
governmental level in the next two or three months to look into these issues and look at
the reaction to it in New York and elsewhere. On the question of UN Security Council
reform, everybody knows we strongly support the Indian bid for permanent membership.
We strongly support and indeed have committed ourselves to working with India towards
the goal of permanent Security Council membership for India.

Newer areas of cooperation

Moving from the traditional bilateral cooperative agreements, what | really want to draw
your attention to is where the United Kingdom and India are looking at partnership on the
world stage. Much of that are in areas which are the newer on the international agenda,
areas such as counter-terrorism, environment, climate change, energy security, health-
HIV AIDS, trade and judicial reform, legal services and other elements of shared
democratic heritage which are now increasingly valuable for us to talk to the rest of the
world.

I am visiting Chennai primarily to focus on climate change and renewable energy issues.
Our Prime Minister has identified it as absolutely critical to the future of the planet and



an increasing number of governments have recognized it. Next year we have a unique
role in global leadership, as we will be holding the Presidency of the group of eight
industrialized countries, the G8, and in the second half of the year we will be taking up
the Presidency of the European Union. This is a huge opportunity for those of us working
for the British Government in India because the Prime Minister has said he wants India to
be closely associated with the work of the G8 on various issues including climate change
and energy questions.

The Prime Minister’s special envoy on climate change for the G8 is coming to Delhi to
talk ahead of our Presidency with the Indian government about how best the G8 can help
not just India but the other key players in the climate change field to take steps that are
required to assure that the development here is sustainable in climatic terms. They will
also look into how India can help the G8 to direct its efforts better than in the past. G8
has agreed to make sure that we target our efforts in a more effective fashion globally in
order to make sure that we get on top of what is an absolutely critical question.

Intrinsically bound with climate change from our point of view, is the question of energy
security and this is an area where in India we need to do a lot more thinking. Major
British corporations are very active in the traditional hydrocarbon energy sector here and
also as a country the UK is commercially extremely active in some of the non-
conventional energy areas. In particular there is one British company D1 Oils Plc which
is now busy cultivating millions of hectares of Jatropha curcas, also known as physic nut,
which produces oil for bio-diesel, in Tamil Nadu. We are spending quite a lot of money
trying to help people develop the market for non-conventional energy, be it solar or wind
which a big one in Tamil Nadu or be it more of the organic forms or bio-diesel. We have
a dialogue on the collaborative approach with the Indian Government but we are equally
looking to cooperate with State Governments directly because many of these issues sit in
their hands. 1 am going to see various players in the Tamil Nadu Government, who look
after questions of non-conventional energy to see what facilities we can develop and
whether we could be doing more in partnership with the State to advance ideas, thinking
and awareness in this field. This is a whole new area and | must say for those diplomats
who have traditionally dealt with more straightforward security issues, this new addition
means they must run and keep up with the technical and complex scientific base of this
issue.

On health I will talk about HIVV AIDS in particular. This is an area in which India has an
extraordinary involvement and role to play internationally. The statistics about India
itself, are quite scary, and Tamil Nadu is unhappily a major location for HIV AIDS
sufferers. There is a huge challenge for the whole of the country in tackling this
epidemic, and we as a government are doing a certain amount. Through our international
development programme we have major programmes on HIV AIDS with the Indian
Government, AIDS control organizations and civil society. We equally have the need for
a dialogue about the global management of this epidemic. The issue of HIV Aids is
obviously socially and politically an extremely sensitive one. | have been involved
personally in negotiations and debates at the United Nations about the epidemic in which
the international community unhappily is divided and it divides between those who take a
conservative or a reactionary approach that this is an issue which has to do with sexual



malpractice, with individuals making the wrong decisions and with the status of women.
Essentially the international community needs just to pull itself together and for people to
behave properly so that this epidemic comes under control.

A reactionary and extremely unhelpful approach to the tackling of an issue of this
magnitude characterizes what we hear from the other side of the negotiating table from a
group of international partners, a group that crosses the east-west divide and also the
religious divide. India finds itself on the right side of this divide. This is a country in
which people can face up publicly to the challenges of HIV AIDS, overcome the social
stigma. In particular, issues like sexual health and sexual education for children have
been addressed in a very direct and necessarily straightforward fashion in which we see
the issue of HIVV AIDS addressed in a frank and grown up fashion. We are seeing some
States that are slightly more upfront about this issue. It takes a certain amount of political
courage to really come out in the open about the scale of HIV AIDS in your State, about
the methods that are required to stop the spread of HIV AIDS and to make commitments
in terms of budgets which are required to deal with the HIV AIDS epidemic, both its
causes and consequences. There is variable performance in this country but overall, as |
said, a commendably direct and proactive approach to it exists in India and that makes
India an extremely important example globally. India has its own challenges in HIV
AIDS which give it the credibility in discussing these questions with other countries, the
country itself bridges the various religious divides in a way that makes it uniquely
credible as a proponent of the right way of handling the epidemic on the international
stage. We as two countries have a very important role to play together on the world stage.
As representatives of the developed and the developing world, as representatives of
extremely different societies and extremely different religious tendencies, we need to
demonstrate that across the divide there is an understanding of what the right and sensible
approach to dealing with this global epidemic is. This is in terms of being honest and
focused on the requirements of the young people and recognizing that this is not an issue
to do with misguided morality but with practical life saving. |1 would hope that we could
in the years ahead see a partnership, work and in practice save hundreds of thousands of
lives across the world.

Gender is another important issue. It is an area where emancipation and empowerment of
women is promoted by both the United Kingdom and India. But it is not an issue which at
the moment is very high on our agenda for our bilateral dialogue. Next year is the tenth
anniversary of the Beijing Conference and | have proposed that one of our programmes
from within the high commission should be to focus on gender issues. | hope that over
the next few years, we will see gender growing as an issue on which our two countries
are active internationally.

| see international applicability and greater exchange on a few other issues such as the
international trade policy. | think there is a broad understanding in this country of the
fundamental British positions on trade policy and international trade policy reforms,
which are to do with the strong requirement of the developing countries to reform their
systems and agricultural subsidy. The United Kingdom recognizes the challenges that a
country like India faces under the existing trade rules but we think that India needs to
look carefully at agriculture subsidy. At the bilateral level, there is a far greater



commonality of approach to the basic need for reform, the basic requirement for opening
up of markets and ultimately an agreement on the distorting nature of subsidy in both
developing and developed economies. India played a very constructive role in the latest
WTO negotiations and was critically involved in making sure that we did begin to regain
a little bit of momentum in those talks which are now back on the road. The issue of
intellectual property rights is an area on which we are beginning to see much more
interaction. This is of particular interest to big corporations in both the countries. When
establishing investments it is by definition very critical to major corporations in the
United Kingdom to be confident about the intellectual property rights and the same is true
of the Indian corporations, in particular the pharmaceutical and biotech companies who
are going into the European markets. They should be protected by the same rules as other
companies operating in those markets. | expect to see dialogue on this issue. Intellectual
property rights of course remains one of the most difficult issues on the international
trade policy agenda.

Another unconventional area of bilateral exchange is our judicial and legal practices. We
by definition have a shared tradition on the legal and judicial front and our lawyers and
judges understand each other’s language and the legal and judicial systems. There is an
incessant flow of senior judges and lawyers in both directions. Our two legal systems are
confronting the same sorts of challenges with regard to case delays. It is difficult to
believe that justice is being delivered in your country when people are waiting on an
average eight years for the outcome in the civil courts. We did not have waiting periods
as long as that but we have serious case backlogs and we have moved aggressively to
deal with them. Both countries also have to deal with important legal ramifications in the
membership of international organizations and in our case the membership of the
European Union. With the supremacy of European law in various areas of our legal
activity, our systems have to evolve to deal with those, in particular with the
incorporation of human rights law into the British legal corpus. India, equally through its
multilateral commitments, is finding some practical challenge in incorporating
conventions, be it in the SAARC context or the UN context. There are various contextual
changes, which are giving a course of thought for our lawyers and judges. They are
finding that there is a lot that they have to learn from each other. My aspiration is that
through the joint tackling of the challenges we will be able to develop new constitutional
reforms and new ideas about the administration of justice and its integration and interface
with the forces of law and order. The Commonwealth is a good organization to help with
the transmission of ideas. | have a sense that simply because of the age and the scale of
our respective systems, the UK and India are facing up to these challenges ahead of time
when compared to the other members of the democratic Commonwealth. Therefore we
will probably be able to push some of the ideas.

Certain dissimilarities

It is good to diplomatically speak about how well everything is going in our relationship
but there is some dissimilarity, which we have to face. Because of the closeness of our
relationship, i.e. there are about 3 million people of Indian origin living in the UK, large
investments flowing between UK and India and a large number of people moving to and
fro. There are approximately half a million Indian visitors to the United Kingdom every



year, slightly less than that of British visitors to India and with all our exchange, there are
a lot of good things but there are bad things going on as well. One area is migration. We
are increasingly seeing criminal links having their roots in big countries. People seem to
confront these whenever they get into trouble and find themselves in prison. We have to
think through some of these challenges and also think about what can be done jointly to
deter such occurrences and punish the people who need to be punished. Sir John Stevens
who is the Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, the senior most policeman in the
United Kingdom, visited India to celebrate the achievement of the Sikh community in the
United Kingdom. He is the Prime Minister’s personal advisor on counter terrorism, so he
had this rather fascinating duality in the visit where he attended ceremonies and then had
private discussions about how we can link up our police forces to deal with crimes linked
between the communities, what we should be doing about the movement of black money,
money laundering, problems of narcotics, and questions of illegal movement of people.

India has far more illegal immigrations than any other country. lllegal immigration in the
United Kingdom is an extremely sensitive political issue and our Prime Minister is
extremely careful in making sure that sources of illegal immigration are staunched. So we
are forever actively talking to the Indian Government about how this can be achieved. |
am conscious that India has millions of illegal immigrants maybe because this country
has the capacity to absorb immigrants. Everybody elsewhere gets certainly less steamed
up about it than we do in the UK and this leads to an imbalance in the dialogue. This
requires more concentration.

There is a hunt on for rooting out social crimes, which effectively flow from social
practices of the Indian community in some places in India and the UK. A couple of
examples lead us into the challenge of forced marriages, where young women and men in
the United Kingdom are brought to India under false pretences and forced into marriages
against their will. This is quite different from arranged marriages where there is a certain
degree of agreement. We have confronted this in Punjab, because of the number of
Punjabis there are in the UK, but this is not to say that it does not happen in other parts of
the country. This has happened in South India as well. We as a mission work hard to try
and help victims of forced marriages and we are critically dependent on the Indian
authorities, the police authorities to help us in that job.

There is another marriage issue, on which | have been quite active on in the last week.
This is a terrible crime where men of Indian origin living in the UK find brides in India
accompanied with dowries, and then they take the money and run away. The brides just
wake up a day after the wedding to find that their supposed husband has disappeared and
run off to the UK with the money. Punjab Police has to confront a lot of these cases.
Rather more tragically, brides who are taken to the UK find themselves in a victimized
situation. They find that these men are either already married and were actually not
interested in getting married but in getting the dowry and having some woman to stay
with them for a while. There are also some extreme cases of men being homosexuals and
the girls get abandoned in the UK. They often fall into terrible circumstances being
exploited and finding it very difficult to return to India because their families are
ashamed of what has happened or their families have spent more than what they have in
funding the marriage and they cannot afford to bring their daughter back. Therefore, this



is a very difficult issue to tackle because there is a certain amount of social sensitivity
around it and there are practical issues of jurisdiction and enforcement, which are tough
challenges.

I highlighted those because I think it is easy to say very diplomatically that everything
between the countries is well and there are no down sides. But there are down sides and |
am pleased to say that we are collaborating. Like all bad experiences, there are good
lessons to be learnt. | believe that we will draw from our experience of this kind of cross-
country, cross-cultural challenge and lessons, which we can then pass on internationally.
Even developed countries have a tremendous requirement for innovation to keep up with
their economic and social balance. We are going to see a lot of such social and cultural
challenges due to the establishment of criminal links between the countries in the years to
come. | think this is a major challenge for the international community to confront and
we can work in a country like India to see how at the policy, legislative and practical
level co-operation between police forces and governments can draw some lessons and
can have some useful experience to pass on. This can be done in terms of practical lesson
learning or in terms of international discussion and awareness raising at international
forums. These are real human challenges.

Conclusion

Let me conclude with a final thought that if we look back on 20 years of the Indo-British
partnership and you look now at the sort of menu that | have touched upon, Indo-British
relationship is now on a scale and intensity that sets it apart from most of our other
international relationships. | do not think there is any doubt that India is going to emerge
as a key strategic power in this century. Many people talk about India as a super power of
the 21% century. It is the United Kingdom, which is a medium, sized influential European
power and has this sort of a close relationship with India, which it would like to maintain
and develop over the years. There is every reason to think that this relationship will be
one of the cornerstones of our foreign policy in the 21* century. We have a very famous
and occasionally meritorious special relationship with the United States, and | believe
that in 40 years time we may have another special relationship, just as important, with
India.



Discussions

1. Mr. K.N. Arun

On climate change, will you insist on developing countries responsibilities?
Response

Our fundamental position is that everyone has a responsibility here. We have explicitly
recognised that it is the industrialized countries which bear the responsibility for the
positions we currently have on climate change and that is why we as a Government have
said that the G8 grouping the most industrialized countries must take the lead in taking
action on climate change. However, we feel that whatever efforts we make, if the major
developing economies such as India, China and Brazil, do not themselves engage in
sustainable development and climate change, the rest of us might as well not bother. So |
think that depending on how you look at the word ‘responsible’ we think that everybody
has a responsibility to act and unless you do get action from all the key players, be it
developed or developing, we are not going to hit the sort of levels of fish in the sea and
climate change reduction that we need in order to preserve our planet for our future
generations. The facts are of course that whatever the scene within India, there is
enormous challenges ahead. We just spent three years doing a major Climate Change
Impact Assessment with the Indian government on the impact in India. To mention a few,
a slow rise in sea levels which flows from the increased temperatures in the melting of ice
caps will have a most dramatic impact on Indian agriculture. You have a large amount of
agriculture concentrated along the coastline of the country and depending upon the rise of
the sea level, the impact in terms of agricultural productivity or climate change in this
country is really quite frightening, in the next 25 years. Another area, which | feel people
do not often think about, is health. In a country where you have fought to roll back the
incidents of malaria, the rise in temperature means we will lose a significant amount of
the progress.

2. Mr. K.N. Arun
What projects do you propose to take up in collaboration with the State Governments?
Response

With the State Governments, we have three propositions. We have a fund in the United
Kingdom, known as the Global Opportunities Fund, that is divided into different strands
and one of them focuses on climate change. We are looking for partnerships; these can be
with state Governments, civil service organizations and the Central Government. We are
looking for partnerships to develop projects in combating climate change, which will
make a significant impact on policy and is replicable across the state and across India. So
one of the things | would be talking to the Tamil Nadu Government is about whether
there are projects of that sort. Secondly, there is no specific sum that is set aside for these
funds. It is a global sum and we do not know about how much will be funded. There is a



partnership, which was launched by the UK Minister for Environment at the
Johannesburg Summit on Sustainable Development called the Renewable Energy and
Energy Efficiency Partnership. That is now an international, multi-lateral organization
with an international secretariat based in Vienna, and it essentially offers people who join
it access to the best practice of all the other members in it. So if you work through the
Vienna Secretariat you can join and then say that this is the particular problem that we
have got and let us talk to other members of this partnership about how they would tackle
this problem. This helps develop far better sharing and practice. We think it would be a
very good thing if States could confront major challenges in this area by joining together.
Thirdly, there is a separate funding mechanism which is called Renewable Energy and
Energy Efficiency Project and we will be talking to them about what projects might bring
some important prospects in this country. I am not quite sure if we have any in Tamil
Nadu. We have a project in Andhra Pradesh. There are currently 5 projects funded around
India, but then I am quite keen to see something coming out of it because of the
importance of the issues.

3. Mr. P.M. Belliappa

Climate change initiatives are so closely linked to energy issues. What has been the
initiative between the EU and the UK government to rein in the USA? | think this is very
critical to the whole issue as it is not mainly developing countries that need energy.

Response

This is clearly one of the challenges that we confront, to have the major emitter in the
world into the fold. But what would bring it in? The answer to that is we are doing an
enormous amount. One of the great things about a special relationship is that you can
have discussions, which many other countries cannot. We have had a running dialogue
with the United States, initially to see if we could reposition the whole thing to get them
on board. But to be honest, the parliamentary logic is against it. Even if the
administration puts it through, the Senate, in particular, reminds us about the
parliamentary reality. We at the same time are moving beyond Kyoto and looking at
other regimes which might bring the United States on board. We have conducted a series
of high level exchanges and about three months ago, our Minister for Environment who
was in Washington discussed about just this question.

I think we see progress in two senses. We see various States in the US taking matters in
their own hands. This is quite interesting as these are not just Democrats’ controlled
States; there are a few Republican States also. Individual States have brought into
operation the mission schemes and not exactly Kyoto derived instruments, which have
not found acceptability at the Federal level. The scale of the missions in the States is
itself an extremely welcome step. The G8 process is one in which the Americans find
themselves hardly in the centre of the picture and it is a very important movement. We
will put together a scientific consensus on Climate Change and the best way of tackling it
is getting top level scientists from across the world including India and the United States
to produce some readily understandable conclusions for the issue, so that at the end of it



we can say to the leadership of the G8: here are the problems and here are the
recommendations and we need you to do something about it. That kind of pressure in a
group like the G8, we believe, is likely to be more effective. It is a question of shifting
the theatre a little out of the way and then getting a rather separate multilateral discussion
in an area where the Americans are comfortable. There is a consciousness of the
significance of these issues and just the other day in Hyderabad | was at the Green
Business Centre, which has developed into a centre of excellence on the technologies,
and business practices which promote a cleaner society. It matters that the USA did the
primary funding. The truth is there is a huge agenda, the Climate Change theatre is only
the beginning, and we undoubtedly have to try to make sure the Americans are on board.

4. Mr. P.M. Belliappa

You gave us a very graphic account of the various issues and one is very excited that the
dialogue between our two governments at various levels is good. But what really is (the
sweetener) the cause for this take off?

Response

| think one key trigger is the economic growth. The British economy has had a strong
performance over the last decade and it has focused on how to invest back into India.
More importantly, the two economic surges in India also had contributed to the growth
rate and the rise in our trade. And now in the last 18 months as part of development, India
has been operating as a back office for big companies in the UK as well as everywhere
else and there is an interest in people investing in IT and biotechnology. With that I think
comes recognition that here is a country, with which we have bilateral relations and
which is in a strong position to take a leadership role in the 21 century. From that comes
a whole lot of political will and I would say two things, one at the personal level, having
spent 20 years and telling people in the UK that they should be paying more attention to
India and now not only gratified that the people are doing just that and secondly that there
is an enormous increase in the flair of parliamentary visits out to India and a major flair
of Indian parliamentarians to the United Kingdom in late June and early July which
happens to coincide with the Cricket test match and Wimbledon. Now, over the last two
years, we have seen a lot of parliamentarian interest coming out here. Three major groups
in the British Parliament were in India and they have all been out, at least once in the last
two years. One of them has been here twice and we have interacted with the development
committee, the foreign affairs committee and we have had committees looking at
economic issues. There have also been a lot of individual parliamentarians coming across
which is the same with the Indians in the UK because in particular labour politicians who
have inner constituencies say that the Indian vote is an important vote in a way it was not
before. | dare say probably because of Indian funding, political activists play an
important role as well.



5. Ms. Visa Ravindiran
How can the two countries work on gender issues?
Response

There are two things | would enlist; | do not know the detail of it, to be able to give you a
full account. I would like to spend a large amount of money on individual projects here
focused on gender issues. My guess is those would be primarily with civil society and
will be primarily to do with women’s engagement in governance and economic and
political issues in this country. | have a program management team in Delhi and | told
them I want to put together a ‘basket of projects’ to mark this anniversary. Secondly, I
would hope that on the international scene India and the United Kingdom would find
themselves together in trying to make sure that there are more effective gains of the
Beijing Conference on health, and on critical issues mainly HIV/AIDS and gender,
reproductive health and sex education, in particular women’s’ rights in the whole
reproductive health field. We will find ourselves in the same camp, fighting ‘the forces of
darkness’ internationally and taking a very different view and there is a challenge down
there and we need every ounce of Indian influence. These international processes,
particularly in the field of women’s activity and women’s rights are characterized by a
very strong civil society engagement and that impact not only on the formal negotiations
but also in the home. Indian women’s groups have always played an important role and I
hope they will next year as well.

6. Ms. Amudhavalli

Are there any specific scientific or science and technology collaboration between India
and the UK?

Response

Yes, there is but I did not touch them, as in my mind it does not have an international
application as some others. What we have is a joint council on science and technology
headed by our Chief Scientific Advisor, Dr. David King on our side and another person
on the Indian side. Our Prime Ministers have now taken a far more direct interest in this
and they have said that they want the body to work out a programmme of activity which
focuses on science and technology application with a commercial interest, hi-tech in nano
technology and collaboration in the fields of biotechnology and science and technology in
the fight against climate change. That is the agenda, which they have set out in strategic
terms. Dr. David King is here in February and at that point will try to take forward that
agenda. We run this program mostly from Delhi and Bangalore, we have a strong
Bangalore team on this and one of the most interesting areas that we have been
supporting or activities that we have supported has been the establishment of a Young
Scientist Network. We have brought out from the UK, for two years now, quite a big
team of about 30 or 40 young scientists who are acknowledged national leaders in their
fields of expertise to interact with our Indian counterparts and that is taking place in
Delhi. We have provided the platform and then they get on with it.



7. Mr. K.V. Krishnaswamy
What would you say about the UN Security Council and India?
Response

I am slightly surprised that the panel had decided to set out a couple of alternatives. |
suppose that they felt that they could get agreement from the whole panel if they have
those two alternatives, but I believe that there are some dissenting members. What | am
particularly surprised about is the fact that the panel has said that there is a necessity to
talk about changing the status of the existing permanent membership. It is very surprising
that the panel should turn around and say that. Our position has long been that the
Security Council needs reforming. We have actually been quite instrumental in trying to
move the process of representation forward. However, there is this huge problem of
competition for places and that needs to be worked out by the people who are competing.
We will now see how the discussion goes and hope that reform will follow and for our
part, we will continue to play our role as a permanent member quite effectively. | have
served in New York and that seems to be the general view in there. We hope that the
Security Council would be more effective.

8. Mr. K.V. Krishnaswamy
Would there be limits?
Response

There are always going to be limits to its effectiveness, the limits to the Security
Council’s effectiveness, the limits to the UN is effectiveness generally



